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Sunday

A new Rasputincleanses

pocketsof his followers

From LOUISEBRANSON,in Moscow

SEVENTYyearsafterthedeathofRasputin,anotherreligiousmystichas
been touring the SovietUnion extract-

ing lifesavingsfrommen and
getting women

to undressas he
"purifies"

themwithhis
supernatural powers.

Unlikely

as it may soundin an
officially

atheist country,
the success of the tall,shaven

headed Mirzabai Kimbatbaevapproachesthat
of the originalmad monkand

debauchee

Grigory Rasputin
who had a holdevenover

the Tsar'swife.

In the pastthreeyears
Kimbatbaev

has built

up a
reputation

as a mysticand healerwho
preaches salvationthroughpovertyand chasti-

ty. His cult
followingincludes membersof the

intelligentsia
and scientificcommunities,and

he evenwon the
patronage

and
protection

of
the editorof a centralMoscownewspaper.

Kimbatbaev

came to the attention of
authorities

onlyaftera girlunderhis
influence

apparently committed suicide.He is now
standingtrialalongwithseveralof his cult
memberson undisclosedcharges.
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The Sovietpublichas beengivensome
detailsabout

Kimbatbaev

in two articlesin the
Literaturnaya

Gazetanewspaperwhich have
touchedoff a heated debatein the

country.

The strengthof the
reaction, including argu-

mentsin his defence,combinedwiththe extent

of
Kimbatbaev's influence are evidenceof a

continuing Russiansuperstitionthat persists

after68 yearsof Stateatheism.

It'sa
deep-seated

traitthatdatesbackcen-
turies.EvenIvanthe

Terrible
in the 16th

centurywas too afraidto quella nakedlunatic

monkwho publiclydenouncedhim as the limb
of Satan.He wasquitehappy,however,to put
outthe eyesof the

architects

of St
Basil's

Cathedral

on Red Squareso theywouldnever
createa similarcathedralfor the rulerof
anothercountry.

This
inclinationlargelyexplains why many

in the Soviet Union, including
somehigh

officials,

willseekout faithhealersratherthan
officialdoctorsto cure

illnesses.

It alsoexplains

the
passionateinterest

manyof themhavein
anythingsmackingof the

supernatural

from
the occultto

unidentified
flyingobjectsand

exoticeasternreligions.

"Thereare almostno booksor
information

on mostof thesesubjectsbecausetheycan
challengescicntificcommunism,"one young
universityteachersaid."We get

information

as bestwe can—
sometimesthroughfor-

eigners."

Hundredsof
unofficial healershave prac-

ticesand neverlack for
customers. Soviet

friends
say

another reasonpeoplego to them
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Rasputin

is
because

of a lackof
availability

of many

medicines.

"I knowone healerwhosehouseis always

packedout,"saidone woman."Peoplepay
him

hundreds

of
roubles

to treatthem.He lays

hishandson peopleandhasthepowerto cure
them.We tookmy

mother thereto treather
for cancer."

Not all the healersare
unofficial.

The most
famousis probably Djuna

Davitashvilia,

a
dark-skinned

40-ishwomanwith long black
hairwho has beengiven

official statusat the
academyof sciences whereher "powers" are
beingstudied.

She enjoysa
celebrity

thatshe
encourages

by handingout
photographs

of
herselfthat enhanceher witch-like featuresand

showraysof light emanating
fromher

fingers.

Her patientsare reportedto include several

of the highestofficialsincludingthe latePresi-

dent Brezhnevand NikolaiBaibakov,the
chairmanof the StatePlanning Commission.

A formerwaitress
of MiddleEastern origin,

Djunalivedin the
southern republic

of Geor-

gia untilher powerswere
discovered.

Her
apartment

in centralMoscowis filledwith
iconsthatshe saysare giftsfrom

patients

she
has cured. A man sat on a chairbelowthe icons
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recentlyand unwoundbandagesfrom his
gangrenousfoot.She movedher handsover
the foot for several minutes beforehe bound

it up
again.

Shetoldhimto comebackthenext
week.He was a doctor.

"I treatseveraldoctors,"she saidand ex-

plainedthatshe was aboutto
establish

an
institute

to teachotherpeoplehowto useher
methods

of
healing.

Her theoryis thatevery

one has a
"biological

energyfield"and she is
exceptional

only because
she has it to an

unusualdegree.

Articlesin
newspapers

have attackedher
and

praisedher.It is
against this

background

of official ambivalencetowardsuch healers

that
Kimbatbaev'ssuccesscan be

understood.

Literaturnaya

Gazetareadersare eagerly
awaiting

the
outcome

of his trial— and to
knowwhatchargeshe faces.

Whatthe
newspaper

has said about Kimbat-

baevso faris thathe wasfroma
village

(in
central Asia)and was

considered

an ill-man-

nered
good-for-nothing

untilhe met some
pilgrims

in the Uzbektownof SultanBaba
three yearsago.He learnt some

religious

ex-
pressions, dressed himselfin a

full-length

cassock
and put on a

skull-cap

and beads,

creating
an imagenot too unlike Rasputin's.

"He constantlysworeoaths,mutteredabout
spacewhichwouldbe

pulverisedand...put
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hishandoutforalmsof whichhe
received

plenty," Literaturnaya
Gazeta wrote.

Thencamea
further turnin his life. Kimbat-

baevmet a man called Abai Borubaev
who

helpedhim
"discover

in himselfa
supernatural

force".
Thetwowereon to a goodthing.

Borubaevintroducedhim into scientificand
intellectual circlesin Moscowand the Baltic

as "thehealerfrom
Beruni".

He gathereda
following,particularly among

youngpeoplewho took to wearingmedallions

withhis
portrait

on.He beganto use
Rasputin's methodsto extractmoneyand
favorsfrom thosehe

influenced.

"He created an imageof
asceticism

and
disdainfor

elementarycomfqrtsto influence

people'spsyches,make them
subservient

to the
will of the

'healer'," Literaturnaya

Gazetasaid.
"Andhe did do

'wonders'

— he
cleaned

the
pocketsof his

admirers,saying whiledoingthis
thatgetting

ridof theirmoneywasthefirststep
towardsa 'correct' life.".

Whenwomencameto see him "he took

themto a
changingroom.He

himself
got

undressed

and forcedthe womento takeoff
theirclothesand thenhe went

swimming
with

them in a pool.Husbands wouldsometimes

standat the edgeamazedbut wouldnot utter

a word".

Kimbataev may have askedsexualfavours

from womenthough
Literaturnaya

Gazeta
onlyhintedat this,observing

a SovietPress
tradition

of silence on sexualmatters.

Not everyletterto the
newspaper aboutthe

casehas
condemned

him."He was the chastest
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of men witha trulycosmic
awareness,"

wrote
Natalya Ivina,one of his

followers.

"We are
luckyhe is on this earth."


